
God the Father - in the beginning (1)

The first words of the Bible are so familiar - even to people who don’t read or believe them - that it’s 
easy to miss how surprising they are.

You might expect the Bible to start with something powerful and strong: “This is the astounding and 
amazing account of the one true God of the Universe who reigns over everything. Prepare to be 
amazed!” Or maybe something heartwarming and emotional: “God is Love. Love is God. This is the 
story of how much he loves each one of us.” Or maybe something stern and bold: “This book contains 
important information and facts. It was written, researched, and edited by hundreds of trusted 
experts. You must believe it.”

But instead it starts like this:

 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

 In the beginning. God is first in all things.
 God created. God is the source of all things.
 The heavens and the earth. God is the ruler over all things.

God creates. This is the Bible’s first declaration about God. We must know God as creator if we are  
to really know him. God is, and so God causes other things to be. More importantly, God brings order  
to chaos. Read the creation account carefully today. See how God takes a world that is “formless  
and empty” and transforms it into a breathtaking universe of beauty, purpose, structure, and order.

Genesis 1 contains a 
perfectly structured 
poem. On days 1-3 
God created the 
different spaces of 
the universe. Then 
on days 4-6, he 
filled those spaces 
with custom-made 
inhabitants.

 1: light & dark
4: sun, moon, & stars

2: sea & sky 
5: birds & fish

3: land & plants
6: humans & animals

•  •  •  •  •

Before God brought 
order to the universe, 
it was “formless and 
empty.”

The original phrase is 
tohu wabohu 
(TOH'-hoo wa-BOH'-hoo) 
that looks like this in  
Hebrew (read R to L):

   ֹתהּו ָוֹבהּו  
The ancient Hebrew 
alphabet had only 
consonants. The dots 
and dashes above and 
below the letters were 
added later to indicate 
vowels sounds.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is : Genesis 1  .  Isaiah 40:12-31

extra verses

Job 38-39  
Psalm 33 
Psalm 44

What do the Bible’s creation accounts show you about God’s plans and character?

What part of God’s natural creation has the strongest effect on you? Why?

Copy a verse(s) from today’s’ reading, or draw/design a truth from the verses. 
Spend slow and careful time with the words of God.

th ink about :

extra stuff

Stamp



God the Father - I am (2)

In the ancient world of the Hebrew Scriptures (aka the Old Testament), each nation worshipped its 
own local god. The Canaanites worshipped Baal and Asherah. The Moabites worshipped Chemosh. 
The Philistines worshipped Dagon. The Babylonions worshipped Marduk. The Ammonites worshipped 
Molech. And that’s just for starters. 

In those ancient cultures, personal names were thought to be powerful, especially names of gods. Peo-
ple believed that if you knew a god’s name, you could somehow tap into its inherent hidden power.

The God of the Hebrew people was different from all those other gods. First, and most important, he 
is the one and only true God. Second, he willingly revealed his personal name to his people. And (sur-
prise!) it isn’t God. That’s more like a title of respect — like today’s “Doctor” or “Your Honor” or “Profes-
sor.” His personal name is Yahweh, sometimes written as Jehovah in older Bible translations. In most 
modern Bibles, it’s written as LORD, with all capitals. In Hebrew it’s just four letters: 
יהוה   

When you read the Bible, keep your eyes open for these different words:

lord - a general reference to someone with authority or power 
Lord - a specific title of respect for the one true God
LORD - indicating the personal name of the one true God of Israel

Our God wants us to know not only that he exists, that he is powerful, and that he is the creator of ev-
erything. He also wants us to know him by name. In other words, he invites us to know him personally.

Backstory History:
Abraham, 
father of Isaac, 
father of Jacob, 
father of twelve sons,
moved to Egypt.
(Bible Project: Genesis 12-

50 gives more details.)

“In time, Jacob’s sons 
died, ending that 
entire generation. But 
their descendants, the 
Israelites, had many 
children and grand-
children. In fact, they 
multiplied so greatly 
that they became 
extremely powerful 
and filled the land.”

          (Exodus 1:6-7) 

The king of Egypt 
panicked.

“So the Egyptians 
made the Israelites 
their slaves. They 
appointed brutal slave 
drivers over them, 
hoping to wear them 
down with crushing 
labor ... they worked 
the people of Israel 
without mercy. They 
made their lives bit-
ter...”   (Exodus 1:11-14)

God chose Moses 
to lead his people 
to freedom. “Let my 
people go” was his  
catchphrase.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is : Exodus 3:1-17

The story of God revealing himself to Moses is filled with paradoxes. 
There’s fire within a bush — but the bush doesn’t burn. (The fire is God’s presence.)
Moses stands on earth’s plain ground — and God calls it holy. (Because God is there.)
What additional paradoxes (or unexpected pairs, connections, comparisons) do you see in the story? What do you learn from 
those?

th ink about :

extra stuff
For more about the 
background history 
of this story, watch 
Bible Project’s video 
“Genesis 12-50.”

For more about the 
story of Moses, watch 
Biblel Project’s video 
“Exodus 1-18.”
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God the Father - Worthy of praise (3)

How can someone possibly describe the infinite, all-knowing, 
transcendent God? 

How can someone possibly put into words his majesty, power, and glory? 

How can someone possibly speak of his incomprehensible love and faithfulness?

Sometimes only songs or poems can express such profound truth. 

The collection of ancient Psalms in the Bible is focused on one thing: Yahweh, the one true God, who is 
worthy of all our praise.

Let all that I am praise the LORD.

With my whole heart, I will praise his holy name.

Let all that I am praise the LORD;

may I never forget the good things he does for me.

PSALM 103:1

David wrote many 
of the best-known 
Psalms. He was a 
shepherd boy who 
grew to become the 
King of Judah and 
then of all Israel. 

He was described as  a 
“man after God’s own 
heart” who worshipped 
and loved the LORD. 

But like all humans, 
he made some critical 
mistakes during his 
lifetime and failed to 
obey God faithfully. 
Psalm 51 was written 
after one of those 
instances.

  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Hundreds of years 
after his death, Jesus 
the Messiah was born 
in Bethlehem, a direct 
descendant of King 
David who is listed in 
the genealogies of  
Jesus in both  
Matthew and Luke.

“This is the record 
of the ancestors of 
Jesus the Messiah, a 
descendant of David 
and of Abraham.” 
(Matthew 1:1)

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is : Psalm 103  (Listen to Psalm 103 on the Streetlights Bible app.)

extra verses

Psalm 145
Psalm 146
Psalm 147
Psalm 148
Psalm 149
Psalm 150

Listen to someone read the Psalm. Then read the Psalm for yourself. 
As you listen and read, write down the following things:

God’s actions and character

Poetic images of God

Human character and needs

How do you praise and worship the Lord when alone? with others?

How have you experienced God’s love, forgiveness, and tender compassion?

Copy Psalm 103 into your journal. Copy all the words just as they are, but format it any way you want with different colors, 
different styles, different sizes, different spacing, designs, and more. 

th ink about :

extra stuff
From Bible Project’s  
“How to Read the 
Bible” series, watch:

How to Read the Bible: 
Poetry

How to Read the Bible: 
Book of Psalms

Listen to Andrew 
Peterson’s song:
“Is He Worthy?”
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God the son - in the beginning (4)

The first words of today’s passage will sound familiar: 

                              In the beginning. 

John’s first words about Jesus echo the Bible’s first words about God.

 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

 In the beginning, the Word already existed.

 The Word was with God, and the word was god.

Before saying anything else about Jesus, John makes this bold claim:

 Jesus is God.

 Jesus is Lord.

  Jesus is the source of all life.

The 18 verses you’ll read today pack a mighty punch. They tell us countless things about Jesus. And 
each of those things has layers and layers of truth behind it, beneath it, and beyond it.

These are words to ponder. To savor. To rest in. To chew on. To revisit over and over again. Read them 
this morning. Then again this afternoon. Then again tonight. And then a hundred other times during 
the coming years. They’re that important.

 ''the Word was God . . . the Word became human . . .'' 

John’s account of 
Jesus’ life reads 
very differently than 
Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke. The others use 
“kingdom” where John 
uses “eternal life.” The 
others recount nu-
merous miracles while 
John writes about only 
a few. Many people 
consider John to be 
the most beautiful 
and poetic of the four 
gospel accounts.

  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

In John 1, the Greek 
word for “word” is 
logos (LAH’-gahs). 
You might know of 
ethos-pathos-logos 
from speech class. 
Ethos=ethical appeal.
Pathos=emotional 
appeal.  
Logos=logical appeal. 

For the ancient 
philosophers, “logos” 
referred to some 
unknown impersonal 
force that gave life and 
meaning to the uni-
verse. John flips that 
idea upside down and 
uses “logos” to identify 
a personal being.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is : John 1:1-18 (listen to it read aloud by a friend, family, or Streelight app; then read it yourself.

extra verses

Philippians 2:6-11

List all the descriptions and statements about Jesus included in these verses.

Put a ☼ next to the descriptions that are supernatural, spiritual, and powerful.
Put a ☺ next to the descriptions that are personal, natural, and human.

Based on what you read, heard, and wrote, what new things do you see and understand about Jesus? 
 

AM: How will you focus today on Jesus as God? Jesus as human?

PM: How did you experience God’s goodness, love, guidance, or correction today?

Father, Thank you for the gift of your Son, who you sent in human form to show us your love and to show us how to live.  
Help me to embody that love today and reflect it to those around me. Amen.

th ink about :

extra stuff
Watch and listen 
to Amena Brown’s 
spoken word:
“In the Beginning”

Watch Bible Project’s 
video “God” for a 
helpful illustration of 
the Trinity.
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God the son - I am (5)

In his conversations and teaching, Jesus often used everyday things to explain or clarify a profound 
truth. Trees, water, stones, vines, birds, branches, flowers, sheep, and other physical objects were some 
of his favorite metaphors for spiritual truths.

He even used everyday metaphors for himself so people could more easily understand who he was, 
why he was there, and what he had come to accomplish. 

One example is in John 6. After miraculously feeding more than 5,000 people with just five loaves of 
bread and two fish, Jesus used the event to explain his true identity, power, and purpose by tying it 
into a well-known story of their ancestors eating manna in the wilderness. You can find that story in 
Exodus 16 and Numbers 11.

Jesus described himself with seven total “I AM” statements in the book of John. This is the first one. 
It features bread — very unspectacular, ordinary, and unflashy. But also very familiar, which makes it 
brilliant. Everyone knows what bread is. Everyone can understand the metaphor and make sense of 
the meaning if they have attentive ears and open hearts.

First Jesus multiplied real bread. Then he said it was bread from heaven. Then he said he was bread 
from heaven. Then he said people who eat bread from heaven will live forever. Then he told people to 
“eat his flesh.” Follow the metaphors: “eat” is a metaphor for “believe.” 

Anyone who believes in Jesus will have eternal life.

Besides the seven 
“I am…” statements 
Jesus spoke in the 
book of John, he also 
called himself “I AM!” 
(8:58)  — the very 
same thing God called 
himself in Exodus 3 
(look back at devo 2).

  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

The story of feeding 
5,000 is the only  
miracle of Jesus’ that 
is included in all four 
gospel accounts. Only 
John mentions that 
the loaves are made 
of barley. 

Thousands of years 
earlier, a foreign 
woman named Ruth 
gathered leftover 
barley from the fields 
of Boaz, a wise and 
respected Israelite 
man. They eventually 
married. Ruth was an 
ancestor of Jesus.

In 2 Kings 4:38-44, the 
prophet of God multi-
plied barley to feed a 
hungry crowd.

In Hosea 3, God’s 
prophet redeemed his 
wife with silver and 
barley.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is : John 6:1-15, 22-35 (First listen to it on Streetlights app or being read aloud by someone else.) 

extra verses

Six “I am” statements.
John 8:12
John 10:9
John 10:11
John 11:25
John 14:6
John 15:1

Jesus is talking about spiritual food and spiritual life in this story.

He says whoever comes to him will never be hungry again (v. 35). 
What do you think he means?

Jesus said whoever “eats this bread” will never die (vv. 50, 58). Think about the purpose of eating actual food, the act of eat-
ing actual food, and the results of eating actual food. 
What do you think Jesus means when he says, “Anyone who eats the bread from heaven will never die.”?

Why and how do followers of Jesus “eat” him?
 

AM: How will you “eat” or nourish yourself with Jesus today?

PM: How did you experience Jesus’ nourishment and strength today?

Father, Thank you for the “bread of life,” your Son Jesus. Help me grow deeper in my faith, more mature in my discipleship, and 
stronger in my obedience by nourishing myself on Jesus every day. Amen.

th ink about :

extra stuff
Watch the spoken 
word by Propaganda:
“The One and Only 
Jesus”
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God the son - worthy of praise (6)

Jesus himself is God. But in some mysterious way, he also interacts with God his Father. They are one. 
But they are distinct. And if that’s not mysterious enough, the Holy Spirit is God, too, and also interacts 
with God the Father and God the Son.

Throughout the centuries, people have tried to make sense of our three-in-one God — known as the 
Trinity — with this visual image:

In these verses from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, you’ll read about Jesus both being God himself 
and also obeying God the Father. You’ll read about Jesus humbling himself as a human and also  
being elevated to the place of highest honor. You’ll read about Jesus who is love and also Lord.  
You’ll read about Jesus who is Savior and also King.

This is the Jesus we follow. This is the Jesus we love and learn from. 
This is the Jesus whose revolutionary humility we are told to imitate.

Many scholars believe 
that Phil. 2:6-11 is one 
of the earliest church 
hymns. It’s sometimes 
called the “Kenosis 
Hymn” because the 
word for ‘he emptied’ 
(in v. 7)  is ekenosen.

  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

The shield image at 
the right was also 
drawn as an upright 
triangle with God at 
the top and the Son 
and Spirit in the lower 
corners. During the 
Middle Ages, artists 
began drawing it in 
the shape of a shield. 
Some medieval books 
include illustrations  
of knights carrying a 
Trinity shield.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is : Philippians 2:6-11

extra verses

Revelation 5 is a vision 
of the both humble 
and reigning Jesus.

In a journal, list everything these verses say about Jesus.
 
Most people want to rule their own lives. We cling to “divine privileges” that aren’t even ours to begin with. Jesus — the only 
human being who actually deserved to cling to divine privileges since he was in fact God — gave up his rightful privilege of 
self-rule in order to save and serve us. 

What kinds of self-rule do you cling to? 

What is so difficult about letting them go? 

In what areas of life do you need to pursue more humble obedience to God?

Read verses 1-5. How do they relate to verses 6-11?
 

AM: Ask the Lord to help you live humbly today, thinking of others before youself. Do this as an act of praise to God.

PM: How did Jesus’ example of humble and obedient living shape your own attitudes and actions today?

Dear Lord - Thank you for the example of Jesus’ life, for the reminder that the One who was worthy of praise chose to humble 
himself in obedience to you. Lord, shape me into someone who lives humbly, putting others before myself as Jesus did. Shape 
me into someone who does not seek praise for myself but finds joy in imitating and praising your Son. Amen.

th ink about :

extra stuff
Listen to Amena 
Brown’s spoken word 
“He is Here” about 
Jesus being present 
here as himself and 
within the Trinity.

Listen to Andrew 
Peterson’s “Is He 
Worthy?” about Jesus 
Christ being worthy of 
our praise.
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The Father is God.
The Son is God.
The Spirit is God.
     
The Father is not the Son.
The Father is not the Spirit.
     
The Son is not the Father.
The Son is not the Spirit.
     
The Spirit is not the Father.
The Spirit is not the Son.
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God the spirit - in the beginning (7)

Yahweh — God the Father — was in the beginning. 

The Word — God the Son — was in the beginning. 

So it shouldn’t be any surprise that God the Spirit was in the beginning, too. In fact, it couldn’t be any 
other way since they are three-in-one.

In the formless chaos, before creation began, the Spirit of God hovered over the surface of the deep 
waters (Gen. 1:2). Then God — the Father, the Son, and the Spirit — created the heavens and the earth. 
Everything.

The Spirit has always existed. He didn’t just suddenly appear out of thin air when Jesus left earth. But 
things did change then (see John 7:39). Up until then, the Spirit filled, led, and empowered just certain 
people in certain circumstances for a certain period of time. Now, the Spirit dwells permanently within 
everyone who follows Jesus as their Savior, King, and Lord.

Have you ever imagined what it would be like if Jesus were here today, walking with, talking with, 
teaching, and leading his followers? Have you ever thought life would be better if he were here? Or that 
you would be a better follower if he were here? It makes sense, from a human viewpoint.

But Jesus told his closest friends and followers that it was better for his Spirit to be within them than it 
was for him to stay on earth with them. 

It might seem illogical, but Jesus said it’s true. We can trust him on this.

In the very early days 
of Israel’s history, 
God’s Spirit would 
sometimes “come 
upon” individual peo-
ple (including Bezalel, 
a master craftsman; 
Moses, who led the 
Israelites out of Egypt; 
Joshua, who continued 
the work of Moses; 
Gideon, Jephthah,  
and Samson, who all 
served as national 
leaders and judges; 
Saul and David, the 
first two kings; Ezekiel 
and other prophets) 
and sometimes he 
came upon groups of 
people (including wise 
elders and kings’ men). 

  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

The Hebrew word 
most often translated 
in the Bible as “Spirit” 
is ruwach (ROO’-ahk). 
It is also translated as 
wind (Genesis 8:1,  
Exodus 14:21 ,  
Numbers 11:31, etc.) or 
breath (Exodus 15:10, 
Numbers 27:16, etc.) 
depending on the 
context.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is : John 14:15-26  .  John 16: 5-15

extra verses

Joel 2:28-32
Acts 2:1-17

Up to this point in your life with Christ, what have you heard or learned about the Holy Spirit?

What questions do you have about the Holy Spirit?

What does the Bible tell us about the Holy Spirit in these passages?

How have you experienced the Holy Spirit in your life?
 

AM: Ask the Lord to help you live humbly today, thinking of others before youself. Do this as an act of praise to God.

PM: How did Jesus’ example of humble and obedient living shape your own attitudes and actions today?

Dear Lord - Thank you for the example of Jesus’ life, for the reminder that the One who was worthy of praise chose to humble 
himself in obedience to you. Lord, shape me into someone who lives humbly, putting others before myself as Jesus did. Shape 
me into someone who does not seek praise for myself but finds joy in imitating and praising your Son. Amen.

th ink about :

extra stuff
Listen to “Holy 
Spirit You are Welcome 
Here” (there are 
various artists’ version 
on You Tube).

Watch Bible Project’s 
video about the Holy 
Spirit.
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God the spirit - Comforter and Guide (8)

Everything about God is mysterious and beyond human understanding. But the Spirit seems to be es-
pecially mysterious. Most people have at least some idea and understanding of “father.” Most people 
can relate to his “son” Jesus by reading about his human life and experiences. 

But Spirit? 

What does that even mean? We use that word for many different things today. School “spirit” is about 
energy and excitement. Christmas “spirit” is about joy and generosity. Doing something with the right 
“spirit” refers to a person’s attitude. People with an entrepreneurial “spirit” are driven by new ideas and 
challenges.

Today people usually use “spirit” to refer to an attitude, an essence, or a defining characteristic about 
someone. But those don’t come close to explaining who the Spirit is.

One way to begin understanding the Holy Spirit is to remember that he is also called “God’s Spirit” and 
“the spirit of Christ” in the Bible. The Spirit of God/Christ is the very essence and presence of God that 
fills our lives and binds us together with him and with one another. 

That still leaves a lot mystery and supernatural unknowns.

Fortunately, the Bible does say some very specific things about the Spirit. We can at least start with 
those, and then keep learning more as we continue to follow Jesus.

The Bible tells us that 
God’s Spirit is not the 
only unseen spirit. 
Reality extends far 
beyond what we see 
with our eyes.

Paul wrote these 
words to one of the 
first churches:

“Be strong in the Lord 
and in his mighty 
power. Put on all of 
God’s armor so that 
you will be able to 
stand firm against 
the strategies of the 
devil. For we are not 
fighting against flesh-
and-blood enemies, 
but against evil rulers 
and authorities of the 
unseen world, against 
mighty powers in 
this dark world, and 
against evil spirits in 
the heavenly places.”

We should ‘wear’ these 
things every day:

  ◊  belt of truth
  ◊  armor of God’s  
      righteousness
  ◊  shoes of peace
  ◊  shield of faith
  ◊  helmet of salvation
  ◊  sword of the Spirit
     (the Word of God)

(see Ephesians 6)

extra th ings

Start here :

read & th ink :

extra verses

Joel 2:28-32
Acts 2:1-17

John 14:26, 15:26

Acts 1:8

Acts 5:32

Romans 8:26

1 Corinthians 2:10-13

1 Corinthians 3:16

1 Corinthians 6:19

1 Corinthians 12:4-6

2 Corinthians 1:22 

2 Corinthians 3:17

Galatians 5:16-18

Ephesians 1:13-14

Psalm 139:7

AM: Ask the Lord to make you aware of the Spirit’s presence in your life today.

PM: How did you sense the Spirit guiding you, nudging you, comforting you, encouraging you?

Dear Lord - Teach me to sense your Spirit, to listen to your Spirit, and to be sensitive to how the Spirit is leading and guiding 
me. I want to surrender to your power, Jesus’ love, and the Spirit’s transforming presence in my life. Amen.

extra stuff
“Hymn of the Holy 
Spirit” by Pat Barrett

“This I Believe (The 
Creed)” 

“Holy Spirit” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGsawBBxVMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGsawBBxVMY
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God the spirit - Transformer (9)

One thing we know for sure about the Holy Spirit is this: 
he works in the lives of Jesus’ followers, slowly shaping and changing them from the inside out, into the 
people God designed and intended them to be.

It’s not an easy process. It’s not a fast process. It’s not necessarily an enjoyable process sometimes. 

But it’s always a good process.

You’ve probably experienced a powerful back-and-forth tug-of-war in your mind and heart. One side 
says, “I want, I deserve, I will, I’m in charge.” The other side says, “God loves, God wills, God says, God 
is God.” 

Take note: this back-and-forth tug-of-war is not a battle among equals. Not even close. 

Jesus covered the penalty for our sins when he died on the cross. Then he defeated the power of sin 
when he rose from the dead. The power that lives in you (God’s Spirit) is greater than the power that 
lives in the world (see 1 John 4:4).

So though the back-and-forth tug-of-war is real, it can be overcome with the Spirit’s help. He has the 
power to change your desires, thoughts, attitudes, and actions if you allow him to.

Paul, the author of 
Galatians, often wrote 
about the old or sinful 
nature, but the word 
he used is sometimes 
translated simply as 
flesh. 

The wisest and 
smartest people have 
different ideas about 
what Paul meant. Did 
he mean all humans 
are born naturally 
sinful? Did he mean 
all humans, simply 
because they are 
flesh-and-blood,  
desire things that 
aren’t good for them? 

One thing he certainly 
did not mean is that 
flesh itself is bad, 
evil, or sinful. God 
created human beings 
as flesh-and-blood 
creatures — even 
became flesh himself 
— and declared that 
his whole creation was 
very good. 

The problem isn’t 
flesh. The problem  
is all the ways that 
people give in to the 
flesh and allow their 
sinful nature to control 
the bodies God made 
for his purposes.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Galatians 5:16-26

List the behaviors and attitudes of people controlled by the:  
  sinful nature      Holy Spirit. 

In what ways and circumstances does your sinful nature try to control your life?

In what ways and circumstances do you currently allow the Spirit to control your life?

How will you surrender more control of your thoughts, attitudes, and actions to the Spirit?

AM: Throughout the day, make a conscious decision to surrender your life to the Holy Spirit, letting him control your thoughts 
and actions.

PM: What is one area of your life in which the Spirit is working to transform your thoughts and actions? How is he doing that?

Dear Lord - Help me to surrender my entire self to you - my thoughts, my attitudes, my actions, and my desires. I want to give 
your Spirit control so that he can transform me into the person you created me to be. Amen.

extra stuff
You Speak by Audrey 
Assad:

You liberate me from my 
own noise and my own 
chaos,
From the chains of a lesser 
law You set me free.

In the silence of the heart 
you speak, 
and it is there that I will 
know you and you will 
know me.

You satisfy me till i am 
quiet and confident
In the work of the Spirit I 
cannot see.

From the Inside Out sung 
by For King and Country
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God's children - in the beginning (10)

The stories of creation in Genesis 1 and 2 are some of the most streamlined and compact lines ever 
written. The birth of the entire universe is packed into just two pages of words. 

Obviously, two pages — even 2,000 pages — couldn’t include all the factual data and details about 
when, where, and how the universe came into being. The author doesn’t seem interested in those 
things. “Factual data” wasn’t really a thing in the ancient world. 

The wisest Biblical scholars throughout the centuries have done careful research, arriving at different 
theories on how the creation stories should be read and understood. They don’t always agree on every 
point, but that doesn’t mean we can’t trust and believe the truth we find in Genesis 1 and 2. It just 
means we aren’t God, we weren’t there, and we don’t know everything (no surprises there).

What all Biblical scholars do agree on is this: Genesis 1 and 2 make it clear that humanity is set apart 
from everything else in creation. Genesis 1:1 - 2:4 is like a macro lens panoramic version of creation. We 
see the whole widescreen picture. Then near the end (verses 26 - 30) the camera zeroes in on humanity. 
We learn that human beings are the final and most significant creation in God’s world, designed with a 
very specific purpose, and described in very specific terms. Genesis 2:4b - 25 is an even more close-up 
tightly framed view of creation, this time focused almost exclusively on humanity.

One thing is very clear: humanity was intended, designed, and created by God. In that sense, we are all 
his children.

The Bible says that 
humans are made in 
the “image of God.”  In 
Latin, the phrase is:

       imago Dei

Many preachers and 
teachers have written 
articles and books on 
what it means to be 
the “imago Dei.”

Does it mean people 
are somehow like 
God? That we share 
certain abilities and 
characteristics? That  
we share certain roles 
and responsibilities? 
Did we lose our 
identity as the “imago 
Dei” when we gave in 
to sin?

In one of his letters 
Paul writes that Jesus 
was the “visible image 
of the invisible God.” 
Jesus fulfilled his 
purpose in ways that 
no other human  has 
or could.

The Hebrew word for 
“man” is adam 
(ah-DAHM’). The  He-
brew word for “ground” 
(as in “the dust of the 
ground”) is adamah 
( ah-dah-MAH’).

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Genesis 1:26-30  .  Genesis 2 - 3

What does the phrase “made in God’s image” mean to you?

How does Genesis 1:26-30 describe “made in God’s image”?  

What do you learn about humanity from Genesis 2?

What do you learn about humanity from Genesis 3?

AM: For the day that lies ahead, commit to living as the imitation/image of Jesus Christ.

PM: for the day that’s passed, how did you experience God’s providential and purposeful presence in your life today?

extra stuff

Listen to an old hymn 
made new “All Creatures 
of Our God and King” 
HERE.
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Psalm 8
Isaiah 42:5
Isaiah 45:8-13
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God's children - wonderfully complex (19)

After Psalm 23, Psalm 139 is one of the most beloved of David’s poems. Because it’s so loved and 
well-known, you might recognize certain words and phrases as you read through it. The words flow out 
of David’s own personal understanding and experiences of God. Though he wrote thousands of years 
ago, David’s ideas are timeless. That’s the power of poetry: it communicates truth beyond a specific 
time and place.

The lyrics in Psalm 139 are true, but not in the same way that the stories of Jesus are true. The words 
of poetry aren’t presented as measurable data or historical dates or tested theories. That’s not the 
point or purpose of poetry. The poetry of the Psalms is meant to challenge your thoughts, to stir your 
soul, and to move your heart. The lyrics connect with your deepest emotions, longings, questions, and 
thoughts in ways that a lesson, lecture, or sermon might not.

Settle into the words and images of this Psalm. Let God your Father speak to you through its beauty 
and wisdom.

You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body 

and knit me together in my mothers womb.

Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!

Your workmanship is marvelous - how well I know it.

PSALM 139:13-14

Hebrew poetry doesn’t 
use rhyming patterns 
the way we usually 
expect it in our poems:

   Roses are red, 
   Violets are BLUE, 
   I love pizza, 
   How ‘bout YOU?

Instead, Hebrew  
poetry ‘ryhmes’ ideas. 
The second line of 
poetry either repeats 
the previous line with 
different words and 
phrases;  
or it contrasts with the 
previous line;  
or it completes the 
previous line by 
expanding the idea.

O Lord, I give my life 
to you.

I trust in you, my God! 
(repeat)

Do not let me be 
disgraced,

or let my enemies 
rejoice in my defeat 
(expand)

No one who trusts 
in you will ever be 
disgraced,

but disgrace comes 
to those who try to 
deceive others. 
(contrast)

    (Psalm 25:1-3)

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Psalm 139

In a single phrase, summarize the big idea of these sections in Psalm 139:

1-6

7-12

13-16

17-18

19-24

What other imagery — besides being “knit” or “woven” — would you use to describe God’s process of designing and creating 
each person? Write or show it here.

AM: Throughout today, remember that your true identity is found in Christ. Set an hourly reminder on your phone when you 
will stop and remember who you truly are.

PM: When/how did God remind you of your true identity throughout the day?

Dear Lord - Help me to reject the world’s messages about what defines me. Help me to remember that I am defined by You 
and You alone. Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to “Identity” by 
Lecrae at THIS LINK.

Listen to “Live Like You’re 
Loved” by Hawk Nelson at 
THIS LINK.
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Ephesians 2:8-10
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God's children - our heavenly father (20)

Our identity as God’s children only makes sense in relation to God’s identity as our Father. 

We are invited to call him “Our Father” each time we speak to him. 

We are invited to call him “Our Father” because all God’s children are collectively his beloved people. 

He does indeed love each of us personally and passionately. 

But the identity of each child of God is intertwined with every other child of God.

The phrase “Our Father” describes both God himself and his relationships:

                God with me and God with you and God with all of us.

Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.

May your Kingdom come and your will be done 

   on earth as in heaven.

Give us daily bread, and help us forgive others 

   as you forgive us.

Protect us from temptation and rescue us from the evil one.

The Lord’s Prayer isn’t 
actually called that in 
the Bible. It was how 
Jesus taught people 
to pray: simply clearly, 
reverently. If anyone 
had a right to speak 
casually to God, it 
was his own Son. But 
he didn’t. Not here, 
or anywhere else. He 
addressed God as 
“Father” - which is 
both personal and 
respectful. He didn’t 
say “Hey, Dad” or 
“Yo, Pops”  or “Hey, 
God”  or “Wutup?” or 
“’Sup??”    
   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

Some traditions call 
this prayer the “Our 
Father.” Others call 
it the “Pater Noster” 
which in Latin is  
literally “father of us.”
   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

“Hallowed” is an 
archaic form of the 
word “holy.” It has 
technically only two 
syllables.
   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   

“For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, forever 
and ever,” isn’t in the 
earliest Bible manu-
scripts.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  John 1:12-13  .  Matthew 6:9-13  .  Luke 11:2-4 

Copy the prayer (either Matthew 6:9-13 or Luke 11:2-4) in two different versions.
Journal and/or talk about the importance of talking to God as one of his children.

AM: Throughout today, pray the simple prayer the Jesus taught us.

PM: How did you experience God as your Father today?

Dear Father who is in heaven, whose Son secured my salvation, and whose Spirit fills my heart - 
I am grateful to be your child. Thank you for loving me, for adopting me, and for calling me your son/daughter. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to “Our Father” at 
THIS LINK.

Listen to “The Lord’s 
Prayer” at  THIS LINK.
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Read John 6:32-35 for 
some more thoughts 
about “daily bread.”
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God's fellowship - a rescue story (21)

Paul of Tarsus (see “EXTRA THINGS” for more information about him) wrote many of the New 
Testament letters — also called epistles — to new churches throughout the ancient world. The letters 
were first read out loud to a specific church, then they were passed on to other churches so those 
believers could also listen and learn. Paul’s letters include both important doctrines (things that are 
true about God and his creation) and practical advice. 

2,000 years later, the doctrines are still true and the advice is still solid. 

God’s children should learn the doctrines and pay attention to the advice. When the advice includes 
God’s commands or directives, God’s children should practice obedience.

Romans 4:25-5:11 is a summary of Christ’s rescue mission that inaugurated God’s restoration plan. 
In just 12 verses, you’ll read about sin, the crucifixion, the resurrection, a new relationship with God, and 
the role of the Holy Spirit in new life. 

Just before these verses, Paul wrote about God’s promise to Abraham, made thousands of years 
earlier. As you read these verses, remember that Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection are connected to 
the events of history recorded in the Old Testament. The crucifixion and resurrection are the centerpiece 
of Jesus’ earthly life, but the full story of Jesus begins in Genesis and lasts into eternity. 

Paul was a faithful 
Jewish religious leader 
who was devoted to 
the one true God. He 
studied the Hebrew 
scriptures diligently 
and did his best to 
follow them carefully.

When he heard that 
people were following 
and worshipping 
someone named 
“Jesus of Galilee” Paul 
went into action, doing 
all he could to protect 
the  honor of the true 
God by oppressing 
Christians.He did not 
realize that Jesus him-
self was the true God 
and promised Messiah 
until God grabbed his 
attention and changed 
his life. You can read 
about that in Acts 9.

   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

Paul went on many 
missionary journeys 
and helped establish 
some of the first 
churches. 

   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

Paul is the Greek form 
of the Hebrew name 
Saul.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Romans 4:25 - 5:11

Look for all the cause-effect relationships in these verses. List them below in a way that shows the connections between the 
crucifixion, the resurrection, sin, faith, and more.
For example:
         our sins →Jesus’ death 
         Jesus’ resurrection →we are made right with God →we have peace with God

Verse 2 talks about both our present and future lives. 
How have you experienced joyful hope because of what lies ahead? 

How have you experienced joyful hope while facing present difficulties?

Truth about God:

Truth about Jesus Christ:

Truth about the Spirit:

Truth about God’s children:

AM: Today, reflect on this truth: “He was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right 
with God.”

PM: Today, how did you experience joyful hope while facing the current difficult situations?

extra stuff

Listen to “Gospel” by 
Propaganda HERE.
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God's fellowship - mIND CONTROL (22)

If Romans 4:25-5:11 is a summary of God’s rescue story (see previous devo), then Romans 8 is a 
summary of what it means to live new life in Christ. Paul’s bold statement in verse 1 is that there is no 
condemnation for those who are “in Christ” (or those who “belong to Christ”). The rest of the chapter 
explains this doctrine (see “Extra Things” for more on what doctrine is).

After the detailed explanation, Paul restates his point in verse 34 by asking a question, just to make 
sure his listeners and readers really understand. “Let’s see if you get it,” Paul seems to say. “If you 
belong to Christ, who will condemn you?” The answer is just what he said back in verse 1. 

No one! 

For Jesus died for us, was raised to life for us, and now sits in a place of honor at God’s right hand 
pleading for us, all while his Spirit lives in us to guide us, transform us, and give us power to overcome 
sin.

Paul’s letters can be tricky — not because the ideas are too difficult to understand, but because he 
packs so much into each letter. In order to help all his readers understand, he often repeats his ideas in 
slightly different wording. And he often circles back to his original idea.

If you don’t read carefully, you can get confused, tangled, or lost in the words. But if you read thought-
fully, with other people, paying attention to what the verses actually say, and asking the Holy Spirit to 
give you wisdom as you read, you can start making sense of Paul’s letter to the Romans, little by little.

Some people see the 
word doctrine and 
think, “Oh no, here 
we go with the dull 
and narrow-minded 
religious stuff.”

Christian doctrines 
are simply statements 
of truth about God, 
humanity, and the 
world, based on what 
the Bible teaches.

Doctrines are beliefs 
put into words.

Knowing doctrine isn’t 
enough. We need to 
know God himself. But 
without doctrine, we 
can go off-track easily 
and quickly.

A few basic Christian 
doctrines are:

God is 3-in-1.

Jesus is fully God and 
fully human.

Creation is good, but 
sin spoils it.

God provides a rescue 
for people through the 
sacrifice of Jesus.

The Bible is God’s 
inspired word and 
contains truth,  
wisdom, & guidance.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Romans 8:1-18

Paul’s main idea in these verses is that there is “no condemnation for those who are IN CHRIST.” He then lays out a careful 
comparison of people controlled by the sinful nature and people controlled by the Holy Spirit. Make a list of what Paul says 
about each of those categories.

What do you learn about each of these things from this passage:
Truth about God:

Truth about Jesus Christ:

Truth about the Spirit:

Truth about God’s children:

AM: Today, reflect on this truth: The same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead lives in you!

PM: Today, how did you experience the Spirit’s power in your life?

Dear Lord, Thank you for sending Christ to redeem me. Thank you for adopting me as your own beloved child. Thank you for 
giving me your Spirit to fill and empower me. Teach me to understand the depth of all these truths. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to Phil Wickham’s 
“Safe in His Arms” HERE.
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God's fellowship - FROM Curse to HOPE (23)

When sin first entered the world through humanity’s disobedience,  everything was affected. It 
wasn’t just people who now faced a new reality and missed out on God’s original plan for the world. 
All of creation was affected. It might be more accurate to say that all of creation was infected. 

Paul says that creation itself felt the impact of sin’s curse even though it did nothing wrong. The 
consequences of sin always ripple far beyond where it first takes root. That’s true not just for creation 
itself, but also for people.

The good news is that God is more powerful than sin. Someday, all of the brokenness and destruction 
will be made right. And until then, God enters our world and our lives to begin his good, healing, and 
redeeming work. 

You might recognize these words from this section of verses:

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 

It’s a beautiful and encouraging verse. But it doesn’t stand on its own. 

It has important context (the words before and after it). Our lives have context, too; things that 
happened before and things that are still to come. Jesus is part of that context. He’s not just with 
us here and now. He also remakes our past and directs our future.

One of sin’s curses was 
that childbirth would 
now be painful. That’s 
why Paul writes:

For we know that all 
creation has been 
groaning as in the 
pains of childbirth 
right up to the 
present time. 
(Romans 8:22)

Paul often referred to 
things in the Hebrew 
Scriptures (what we 
call the Old Testament) 
to show how the 
whole story of God 
ties together. Every 
time Paul does this, 
it’s a clue that we 
should  pay attention 
and think beyond the 
words that are right in 
front of us.

   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

Original Creation:
◊ everything is very           
   good
◊ be fruitful and  
   multiply
◊ tend and care for   
   the garden

Sin’s Curse:
◊ serpent is hostile
◊ childbirth is painful
◊ ground is difficult  
  to tend and care for
(see Genesis 3:14-19)

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Romans 8:19-30

What do these verses say about creation?

What do these verses say about prayer? If you’ve experienced this, write about it here.

Paul tells us that everything works together for our good (v. 28). But he also tells us that we will share in Christ’s suffering (v. 
17). How can these both be true? (BTW: “good” in the Bible most often means that something is functioning and flourishing 
within its intended purpose or design.) 

What do you learn about each of these things from this passage:
Truth about God:

Truth about Jesus Christ:

Truth about the Spirit:

Truth about God’s children:

AM: Today, focus on the hope we have even in a cursed world.

PM: Today, how did you see or experience the hope of Christ?

Dear Lord, Help me to spread the hope of Christ to those around me; to be a living example of how your Spirit brings 
hope to a cursed and dark world. Please work in my life and shape me as part of your new creation. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to Rend Collective’s 
“Rescuer” HERE.
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Revelation 21:1-1 and
Revelation 22:1-5 offer 
a picture of the new 
creation.
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God's fellowship - Love Wins! (24)

I AM CONVINCED THAT NOTHING CAN EVER

SEPARATE US FROM GOD’S LOVE.

NOT DEATH.

NOT LIFE.

NOT ANGELS.

NOT DEMONS.

NOT FEARS ABOUT TODAY.

NOT WORRIES ABOUT TOMORROW.

NOT POWERS IN THE SKY ABOVE.

NOT POWERS IN THE EARTH BELOW.

NOT EVEN THE POWERS OF HELL.

NOTHING IN ALL CREATION

CAN SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD

THAT IS REVEALED IN 

CHRIST JESUS

OUR LORD.

(ADAPTED FROM ROMANS 8)

There are different 
words for “love” in the 
original language of 
the New Testament. 

One word refers to 
friendship.

 Another refers to 
family affection. 

And another refers to 
romantic and physical 
desire.

Paul uses a different 
word here. It’s agape 
(uh-GAH’-pay). This is 
the kind of love that 
God has for his people 
and that God wants 
his people to have for 
both him and each 
other.

Agape is divine.

God naturally has 
agape love for us. But 
we can only express 
and experience agape 
love for God and 
others with the Spirit’s 
help. 

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Romans 8:31-39

What prevents you from being convinced of God’s love for you?

Complete these words from verse 35 with real situations/experiences in your life:

Does it mean he no longer loves us (including me) if..

NO! Despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through CHRIST who loves us!

What do you learn about each of these things from this passage:

Truth about God:

Truth about Jesus Christ:

Truth about the Spirit:

Truth about God’s children:

AM: Today, meditate on God’s love for you.

PM: Today, how did you experience the love of God today?

Dear Lord, Help me to  always remember and believe in your love for your children. Help me to rest in your love every moment 
of every day. Help me to be shaped and changed by your love so that I can others the way that you do. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to “Nothing Could 
Ever Separate Us” HERE.

Listen to “Love Wins” 
HERE.
(Scroll to bottom track in 
playlist.)
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Ephesians 3:14-19
I Corinthians 13
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God's fellowship - Living sacrifice (25)

The first verse of Romans 12 includes an important clue for readers. Depending on the version you read, 
the clue is either “therefore” or “so.”  They both mean the same thing: “Pay attention to what you just 
read because what comes next depends on what came before it.”

In the section before Romans 12, Paul retells the long history of Israel, God’s chosen nation and people. 
(The Old Testament tells the whole story.) He summarizes just a few of the many times that God 
showed mercy to people who disobeyed him, ignored him, rejected him, and denied him. 

Then Paul reminds his readers that God’s love and mercy aren’t just for Israel. They are for everyone. 

Paul also admits that it can be hard to understand why things happen the way they do. Why doesn’t 
God just fix everything? Why doesn’t he just make everyone believe him and love him? Why doesn’t he 
just put everything back to the way he made it, before sin destroyed things? Why doesn’t he just stop 
bad things and change bad people?

Here is Paul’s answer:
     God’s wisdom, knowledge, decisions, and plans are profound.
     We can’t understand them. We are foolish to think otherwise. 
     Which makes sense because he is God and we are not.
     Everything comes from him. Everything exists through him.

      Therefore...

The Bible is filled with 
images and metaphors 
that help explain who 
God is, who we are, 
and how we should 
live.

Have you ever thought 
about how amazing it 
is that a book written 
so many thousands of 
years ago - by people 
who lived in an ancient 
world of different  
cultures with ideas and 
customs so different 
from ours today - 
would be filled with 
images and metaphors 
that still make sense to 
us today? 

Trees, water, light,  
salt, seeds, farming, 
fishing, athletes,  
soldiers, knitting, pot-
tery, weaving, families, 
the human body, and 
more - 
we can understand all 
of these things today.

Paul used the human 
body as a metaphor 
for the community of 
Jesus followers in a 
church because it was 
easy to understand 
back then - and it still 
is today. 

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Romans 12

What patterns/behaviors/customs of this world are you prone to copy? (or: in what ways do you sometimes conform to the 
world?)

Why do you think a renewed or transformed mind is necessary for becoming a new person?

List the ways Paul says we should display a life of love and faith (verses 9-21). Where do you need to grow?

What do you learn about each of these things from this passage:

Truth about God:

Truth about Jesus Christ:

Truth about the Spirit:

Truth about God’s children:

AM: Today, find times and ways to let the Spirit control your thoughts.

PM: Today, how did God work in your mind and thoughts?

Dear Lord, I want to have a renewed mind. I want the Spirit to control my thoughts and transform me into a new person - in 
my thoughts, my attitudes, and my actions. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to “Surrender” by 
Jimi Cravity HERE.

Listen to “We Are the 
Body” HERE.
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1 Corinthians 12:12-27
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God's fellowship - rescued and redeemed (26)

Colossians is a real letter written by a real person (the apostle Paul) to real Christians who lived in a real 
place (Colossae) during real historical events. Remember that as you read.

Though Paul had probably never visited the church, he’d heard about the people from the church’s 
founder and his friend, Epaphras. Paul was in prison when Epaphras visited him to give an update on 
the church, which went something like this:

          “Our brothers and sisters in Colossae are doing great, but…”

Life often feels like that, doesn’t it? 

“Things are great, but…” 

That’s because we still live on earth. Jesus absolutely and positively reigns in the hearts and lives of his 
followers. And the power of sin absolutely and stubbornly causes destruction wherever it can.

The Christians in Colossae were bombarded on both sides. On one, false pagan beliefs encouraged 
people to pursue a life defined by sex, money, and power. On the other, certain legalistic religious be-
liefs demanded people follow ceremonial laws and rituals in order to earn God’s forgiveness.

Paul writes that neither of these two ways is right. Paganism is a lie, and legalism is empty. Instead, 
Jesus himself is the one and only “right way” because he has defeated the powers of pagan religions 
and has abolished the demands of legalistic rituals. He is the first and last, the beginning and the end. 
He is the King of kings - and our redeemer.

Colossae was located 
in the southwest  
corner of modern-day 
Turkey. The city was a 
Roman province, like 
many other places 
during that time. Long 
before Paul wrote this 
letter, the people of 
Collossae were known 
for making dark red 
wool cloth, called 
colossinum. 

By the time Paul 
wrote his letter, the 
city had gone from 
being an important 
metropolis to being 
a second-class city 
to being a run-down 
ruin because of 
earthquakes in 17 
and 60 AD. The city 
was rebuilt after each 
earthquake, but it 
never regained its 
status. By 400 AD, it 
no longer existed. 

   .   .   .   .   .   .  

Philemon (Paul’s short 
letter to him is in the 
New Testament) was 
from Colossae.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Colossians 1:1-23 (especially 1-14 and 21-23)

How do verses 13-14 and 21-22 describe:

life before/without Jesus               life with/following Jesus

What do you learn about each of these things from this passage:

Truth about God:

Truth about Jesus Christ:

Truth about the Spirit:

Truth about God’s children:

AM: Today, take note of how your life as a Christ-follower is distinct and different from a life without Jesus.

PM: Today, how did Jesus make himself present in your life?

Dear Lord, Thank you for rescuing and redeeming me. Help me to live the new life that you offer and provide. I pray that my 
thoughts, words, and actions are different and distinct from the the world, offering a reflection of your love and grace. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to Rend Collective’s 
“Rescuert” HERE.

Listen to Matt Redman’s 
“You Alone Can Rescue” 
HERE.

Watch the Bible Project 
video about Colossians.
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God's fellowship - jesus is supreme (27)

These verses are an early church hymn or worship song. In some Bibles, the words are formatted like 
poetry so readers can see the song-like structure.

Maybe Paul put the hymn here to help explain important details about the identity and work of God’s 
beloved Son who he was writing about.

Or maybe Paul hadn’t planned to put the hymn here at all. Maybe as he was writing (or dictating to a 
scribe, which he often did), he was so caught up in the wonder and majesty of who Jesus was and what 
Jesus had done that as he spoke (or wrote) about Christ, he naturally began to praise God.

Either way, these verses include some of the most beautiful, important, and powerful truths about 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of all.

Read these verses silently and prayerfully. Then read them aloud. Then listen to someone else read 
them. Let the words fill your heart and soul. As you read, pause between verses 17 and 18 where there is 
a natural break between two related but different ideas. 

Verses 15-17 praise Jesus as the human embodiment of God who is the 
creator himself. Verses 18-20 praise Jesus as the firstborn of all those who will be resurrected and as the 
source of new creation himself.

Praise and worship Jesus as you read these lyrics about him.

Humanity was created 
in the image of God.

Humanity rejected 
God’s good rule of life, 
which included reject-
ing their God-given 
identity.

Jesus came - fully 
God AND fully human 
- and showed us the 
true image of God.

These verses tell us 
that Christ is the 
“visible image of the 
invisible God.”

These verses are a 
main source for  
Christian doctrines 
about Jesus.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Colossians 1:15-20

Copy Colossians 1:15-20 in a journal, paying close attention to Jesus the ruler of all creation (verses 15-17) and Jesus the head 
of new creation (verses 18-20). 

Christ (in a human body) was the visible image of the invisible God (v. 15). 
The church (body of Christ) is called to now be the visible image of Christ (v. 18).
What are some ways we can do that? 

What do you learn about each of these things from this passage:

Truth about God:

Truth about Jesus Christ:

Truth about the Spirit:

Truth about God’s children:

AM: Today, stop as specific moments throughout the day to praise and worship King Jesus.

PM: Today, how did you experience Jesus as your King and Lord today/

Dear Lord, We praise you as the only true God. Thank you for Jesus’ true and clear revelation of your invisible presence. We 
honor Christ as the creator of all. We honor Christ as the King of all. We honor Christ as the ruler of all. We honor Christ for 
reconciling us to you. We pray these things in the name of Jesus. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to Propaganda’s 
“The One And Only Jesus” 
HERE.

Listen to Steven Miller’s 
“Jesus Reigns Supreme” 
HERE.
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God's fellowship - joy in suffering (28)

In his letters, Paul often wrote with honesty about the suffering, troubles, and difficulties of life. He 
made it clear that followers of Jesus should expect to experience these things. But he also made it clear 
that when we suffer, face troubles, or experience difficulties because of our faith, we somehow join with 
the sufferings of Jesus himself.

Paul wrote from experience. He was imprisoned (more than once!) for preaching the Good News about 
Jesus being the promised Savior and Lord. He wasn’t just spouting words that sounded good or that he 
hoped  were true. He knew they were true. He’d experienced the truth personally.

For Paul, being thrown in jail was worth it. He was determined to tell people the truth about Jesus 
Christ. He was determined to warn people about the world’s lies. He was determined to teach people 
the wisdom he had learned during many years of studying scripture (for him that would have been the 
Hebrew Scriptures, or Old Testament). He was determined to explain what it meant to fully follow Jesus.

He did all these things because of his love for Christ. Then he wrote about them so that readers would 
grow and become mature followers of Jesus. 

Paul was committed to proclaiming the “entire message” of God so it would be “fully known.” Then his 
children would have “full assurance” and “complete confidence” that they understand Christ — who he 
is, what he did during his life on earth, and what he is doing now.

Some people think 
following Jesus means 
life will be happy, 
easy, fun,  
successful, and full of 
earthly blessings like 
money, fame, good 
jobs good health, 
and lots of awesome 
possessions.

That idea doesn’t 
come from the Bible.

Most often the Bible 
reminds us that life is 
full of difficulties and 
that following Jesus 
doesn’t necessar-
ily eliminate those 
difficulties. In fact, 
following Jesus often 
includes its own set of 
difficulties - like  
giving up our selfish 
desires, loving all  
people even those 
who are considered 
enemies, humbly 
serving others, and so 
many more. 

“Dear brothers 
and sisters, WHEN 
troubles of any 
kind come your 
way, consider it an 
opportunity for great 
joy . . .

(read more in James 1)

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Colossians 1:24-2:5

Paul willingly suffered and risked imprisonment so people would know God’s “full message.” What might be dangerous about 
knowing only partial truth about God and faith?

Write about how you understand and experience “Christ in you.”

What do you learn about each of these things from this passage:

Truth about God:

Truth about Jesus Christ:

Truth about the Spirit:

Truth about God’s children:

AM: Today, be aware of ways you can exhibit mature and selfless faith in Christ.

PM: Today, how did you experience “Christ in you?”

Dear Lord, Thank you for the people who teach me your truth, who encourage me to live for you, who help me grow in under-
standing and wisdom, who serve you by serving others. Amen.

extra stuff

“Christ Lives in Me” by 
Rend Collective  HERE.

“As Long As You Are 
Glorified” HERE.
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God's fellowship - Keep On keeping on (29)

Colossians 2:6-7 could be restated like this:

Remember when y’all first received or accepted Christ Jesus 
as your Lord?

That happened. It’s fact. Now this needs to happen:  

Keep going! Continue following him! (Still as your Lord, by the way. Never forget that he is King of 
all creation — including you.)

Be like strong and healthy trees, deeply rooted in him. Know him. Know about him. Be with him. 
Worship him. 

Be like a strong and sturdy tower, built on him as a rock-solid 
foundation. Trust him. Honor him. Obey him.

Be absolutely and totally all-in with faith and truth. (There are plenty of counterfeits out there. 
Beware!)

By the way, this is going to require some serious learning by 
all y’all, which means there needs to be some serious teaching
of all y’all. (Are you learning? Are there people teaching you?)

Also: be thankful. Really and very thankful. Because none of us deserves any of this.

The Greek words for 
“root” and “to be 
rooted” are where we 
get the modern word 
“rhizome.” Unless 
you’re a botanist or 
gardener, the word 
probably doesn’t 
mean much to you. It’s 
related (obviously) to 
the root structure of 
certain plants.

Like many other words, 
rhizome has taken 
on new meanings 
because of its simple 
imagery.

The thesaurus lists 
these synonyms for 
rhizome:

essence
foundation
heart
origin
seed
soul
source
stem

Those are modern 
synonyms - but if you 
think about it, they fit 
the idea Paul is writing 
about in some of these 
verses.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Colossians 2:6-23

What do you think it means to accept Christ as Lord?

What do you think it means to follow Christ as Lord?

How does Paul describe these things in the verses you read?
 Old life:     What Jesus did:                              New Life:

What do you learn about each of these things from this passage:

Truth about God:

Truth about Jesus Christ:

Truth about the Spirit:

Truth about God’s children:

AM: Today, intentionally follow Jesus is all your thoughts, actions, and words.

PM: Today, what is something about today that you are thankful for.

Dear Lord, I want to be deeply rooted and firmly established in you. I want to  continually grow and learn. I want to follow you 
obediently and faithfully. I cannot do this on my own power - please help and guide me, Lord. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to “Yet Not I But 
Through Christ In Me.”   
HERE.

Listen to “Death Was 
Arrested” HERE.
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God's fellowship - new life, new people (30)

Some of the most important words in the Bible might seem unimportant at first glance. 

but    .    if    .    then    .    therefore    .    since    .    so (that)    .    because

But these words are actually very important. They provide critical clues that explain what things 
mean, why things happen, and how things fit together. Always pay attention to these words.

Colossian 3 starts with one of these important words. Depending on your translation, it might be 
“since” or “since then” or “if then.”  Clue!  It’s as though Paul is saying, “Listen up: the stuff I just said 
matters for what’s coming next. Did you pay attention to it? If not, go back and read it again because 
it explains why I’m now going to say the next things.”

Think about that as you read. 

You’ll see that the truth in verses 1-4 leads to the instructions in verses 5-10.

Living by Paul’s instructions in verses 5-10 is evidence for what he says in verses 11-12a. 

The truth in verses 11-12a logically leads to the instructions he writes in verses 12b-17. 

Paul writes with purpose. Everything is connected together. Look for the clues. 

therefore 
(adverb)

Points to reasons and 
results. 

Other ways to say it:

“As a result...”
“Because of that...”
“For that reason...”

if/then 
(conditional)

Sometimes “then” is 
only implied and not 
actually written. If/
(then) statements can 
be general truths or 
hypothetical possi-
bilities.

because
(conjunction)

Introduces a reason or 
explanation.

since
(conjunction)

Introduces a reason or 
explanation.

Other ways to say it:

“Because...”
“In view of the fact        
                     that...”

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Colossians 3:1-17

What do the verses say about these two things:

Put to death / strip off:          Put on / clothe yourself with: 

What do you learn about each of these things from this passage:

Truth about God:

Truth about Jesus Christ:

Truth about the Spirit:

Truth about God’s children:

AM: Today, put on/clothe yourself as Jesus would want you to..

PM: Today, God helped me realize that...

Dear Lord, Thank you for the sacrifical death of Christ which makes it possible to put to death my old self and to put on the 
new nature that you create. Help me to surrender my old nature and selfish desires each day. Help me to fill and wrap myself 
with love and obedience each day. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to “Raised to Life” 
HERE.

Listen to “Lord I Need 
You” HERE.
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God's fellowship - listen and live (31)

1 John is a proclamation and declaration about Jesus, the Son of God who came as a human being. 
His first followers saw him with their own eyes and touched him with their own hands.

When 1 John was being written, many people believed that physical flesh-and-blood bodies were bad. 
Therefore (the thinking went) Jesus could never have been flesh-and-blood. Even more importantly 
(the logic went), people could freely use/misuse/abuse their bodies however they wanted. 

Since bodies were bad (supposedly) then spirits must be good. So the more spiritual insight people 
had, the more God-like they were of (of course), which meant (logically) that people with the highest 
levels of spiritual insight were better than ordinary everyday followers of Jesus.

Imagine how tangled things were: certain people claimed they were close to God because they had 
special spiritual knowledge, but at the same time they used their bodies in unrestrained and disobedi-
ent ways. “I know God, but I will do whatever I want with my body.” That’s like saying, “I know God, but 
I will not obey him.” It doesn’t make sense.

1 John reveals how wrong those ideas are. It reassures readers that 
Jesus Christ did in fact come as a human being who gave up his life in order to save us. It reminds 
readers that those who deny the truth about Jesus Christ and who refuse to obey God do not really 
belong to God at all.

Life. Light. Love. Truth. Obedience. That’s what this beautiful and powerful book is all about.

Even though 1 John 
is usually included in 
a list of epistles (the 
New Testament books 
that were written as 
letters to  churches), 
it seems to be some-
thing different.

Most Bible scholars 
and teachers think  
1 John was written as 
a sermon or lesson 
that could be carried 
from church to church 
and read aloud to the 
people.

   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

1 John doesn’t move 
step-by-step through 
the main points like 
this:

A
B
C
D

Instead, 1 John has 
a few major points 
that it keeps cycling 
through, sort of like 
this:

ABCD
ABCD
ABCD
ABCD

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  1 John

Before reading 1 John in more detail, read and listen to the entire book today. Read it aloud with a group of friends. Listen to 
a recording of it on the Streetlights Bible app. Settle into the words of the Word of God.

Things I heard in 1 John:

 

AM: Today, focus on the love of Christ.

PM: Today, how did the words of 1 John impact your thoughts, actions, attitudes?

Dear Lord, Thank you for your Word. Thank you for giving us, your children, a way to know you, to learn about you, 
to be with you, to hear your voice, and to experience your love. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to “Jesus I Need 
You” HERE.
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God's fellowship - live in light (32)

1 John has two main sections. Each starts with, “This is the message.” 
(1:5 and 3:11) 

The first section (1:5-3:10) declares that God is light and there is no darkness in him at all. The contrast 
of light and dark is then related to the contrast of truth and lies, obedience and sin, and eternal life and 
this world.

This book was originally written for people who believed Jesus was the Messiah and followed him faith-
fully. It was written for God’s dear children. 

Today, 2000 years later, anyone who believes Jesus is the Messiah and follows him faithfully can 
confidently say, “This book was written for me.”

THOSE WHO SAY 

THEY LIVE IN GOD

SHOULD LIVE THEIR LIVES

AS JESUS DID. 

(2:6)

Verses 12-14 are like  
Hebrew poetry. .Verse 
14 restates verses 
12-13.
 
   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    

Some Bible scholars 
think John was writing 
to people in three  
different stages of 
spiritual maturity:

1  God’s children or 
    little children or 
    dear children 
    (newest believers)

2  young in faith or 
    young men 
    (growing believers)

3  mature or  
    fathers 
    (mature believers)

Others think John 
was writing to people 
in just two different 
stages of spiritual  
maturity (young men 
and fathers) and that 
both those groups 
were included in 
“God’s children,” a 
phrase John often 
used to describe all 
followers of Christ.

   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   

John’s letter is for both 
men and women.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  1 John 1:1-2:14

Copy verses 1:5-7 in a journal (or space below). What words and ideas did you notice while writing?

Talk about the contrast between light and dark, truth and lies, love and hate.

What do you learn about the following in these verses:

• Truth about God

• Truth about Jesus Christ

• Truth about the Spirit

• Truth about God’s children

AM: Today, focus on living in the light of Jesus, and reflecting the light of Jesus.

PM: Today, how did you experience the light of Jesus?

Dear Lord, Thank you for  rescuing your children from the the darkness of this world and welcoming us into the kingdom of 
light. Thank you for shining light and truth into the world and into our hearts. Please help us to reflect your light into the world 
around us. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to “Let Your Glory 
Shine” by Lincoln Brewster 
HERE.

Listen to “In Your Pure 
LIght” by Amean Brown 
HERE.

Listen to “Light of the 
World” HERE.
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God's fellowship - true sons & daughters (33)

The term “Antichrist” has taken on mythic proportions, both in pop culture and in religion. People often 
associate it with a global war, the end of the world, Armageddon, doomsday, final judgement, and 
other apocalyptic things.

Would you be surprised to learn that the word “Antichrist” appears only five times in the Bible, all in 1 
John and 2 John? According to 1 John, an antichrist is anyone who denies the Father and the Son. In 
Greek, the word can mean more than just “against” or “opposed to” (anti) the anointed one (Christ, 
which means Messiah). It can also mean “in place of in order to work against.” That would be someone 
who claims to be Christ in order to work against Christ.

The answer to the antichrist isn’t a mystery. “Remain faithful to what you have been taught from the 
beginning. If you do, you will remain in fellowship with the Son and with the Father.” (2:24) 

Antichrists don’t get the last word in John’s sermon or in the history of the world. Beware of them, yes. 
But don’t fear them. They don’t have any hold or power over God’s true children.

See how very much our Father loves us,
for he calls us his children, 
and that is what we are!

(3:1)

John writes about 
the “last times” or 
“last hour” in verse 18. 
Many early Christians 
believed that Jesus 
would return to earth 
during their lifetime.

2,000 years later, we 
are still waiting for 
the “last hour.” But in 
some ways, we are  
actually living in 
the “last days” now 
because Jesus has 
already defeated death 
and evil through his 
death &  resurrection.

As far back as 70 AD, 
people have been pre-
dicting the end of the 
world. Some predicted 
a range of years (1346-
1351). Some predicted 
a specific day (April 
6, 793). Some even 
predicted a specific 
time (Oct. 19, 1533 at 
8:00 a.m.).

Obviously, they’ve all 
been wrong. Jesus said 
only God knows when 
this world will come to 
an end. See Matthew 
24:36 and Mark 13:32.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  1 John 12:15-3:10

List the things that John contrasts in this section, for example:

 love for the world / love of the Father  (2:15)

What do you learn from these contrasting pairs?

What do you learn about the following in these verses:

• Truth about God

• Truth about Jesus Christ

• Truth about the Spirit

• Truth about God’s children

AM: Today, reject lies about God and yourself. Live as a TRUE son/daughter of the TRUE God.

PM: Today, how did you reject lies and experience truth?

Dear Lord, Thank you for the truth that we learn in scripture. Thank you for revealing your true identity to us, and proclaiming 
our true identity. Give us the courage, strength, and wisdom to reject the world’s lies and to embrace your truth. Help us to live 
as your true children. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to “Sons and 
Daughters” HERE.

Listen to “Children of God” 
HERE.
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God's fellowship - real love/false prophets (34)

John’s first main section starts like this:
“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim 
  to y’all: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all.”  (1:5)

It’s a message from “we” to “you” (plural) about living in Light.

John’s second main section starts like this:
“This is the message y’all have heard from the beginning: 
  we should love one another.” (3:11)

It’s a reminder to “you” (plural) about living in Love.

Before he was arrested and crucified, Jesus ate one final meal with his disciples and then taught them 
some important final lessons. One of the last things he said was: “I am giving you a new command-
ment: Love each other. Just as I have loved y’all, y’all should love each other. All y’all’s love for one 
another will prove to the world that y’all are my disciples.” (John 13:34-35)

That’s the ultimate challenge, isn’t it — to love our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ so sincerely and 
lavishly that other people somehow see God in and through the agape love that overflows from our 
hearts (go back to devo 24 “EXTRA THINGS” for more about agape). But our minds matter, too. So 
another lifelong challenge is to think carefully and continue learning and studying God’s Word. Then 
we can be wise and discerning about the world’s lies while we confidently follow and live God’s truth.

 

In English, “you” does 
double duty for both 
“you” (just the one 
you) and “y’all” (you 
and all the other yous). 
But the language of 
the Bible had distinct 
“you”s: both a singular 
and plural version.

Many of the “you”s in 
the New Testament 
would be better 
translated as “y’all”s  
or “all y’all”s because 
they were written not 
to just one “you” but 
to all the “you”s in 
a church, crowd, or 
group.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  1 John 3:11-4:20

What does Paul say about “real love” from God and for others?

What does Paul say about “false prophets” and their teaching?

What do you learn about the following in these verses:

• Truth about God

• Truth about Jesus Christ

• Truth about the Spirit

• Truth about God’s children

AM: Today, commit to expressing agape love to those around you.

PM: Today, how did you both experience and express agape love?

Dear Lord, Help me to love others as you love me. Soften my heart and transform my attitudes so that I can truly, sincerely, 
and humbly receive your agape love and express the same to others. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to Matt Maher’s 
“Love Will Hold Us 
Together”” HERE.

Watch the Bible Project 
video “Agape” HERE.
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God's fellowship - final words/final warning (35)

In this last chapter, John circles back to his main themes:

• faith
• love
• obedience
• trust
• victory
• fellowship

He ties them all together, showing how each one relates to the other.

And then he does something unexpected. Instead of ending with a grand and glorious statement 
about LOVE, he gives a warning:

DEAR CHILDREN, KEEP YOURSELVES FROM IDOLS. 

Or more directly:

DEAR CHILDREN, KEEP AWAY FROM ANYTHING

THAT MIGHT TAKE GOD'S PLACE IN YOUR HEARTS.

It feels rather abrupt after all the talk about love and light and faith, doesn’t it? But maybe John knew 
enough about human nature to know that even the most loving and obedient Christian is always in 
danger of loving and obeying something or someone other than God. 

The first two laws God 
gave to his people 
were:

You must not have 
any other god but 
me.

You must not make 
for yourself an idol of 
any kind. 
(see Exodus 20)

God gave his laws to 
Moses on the top of 
a mountain while the 
people waited below.

And while the people 
waited below, they 
grew impatient.

And because of their 
impatience, they ...
made an idol!

(see Exodus 32)

God knows the human 
heart, He knew people 
would be tempted 
to make idols. They 
proved him right.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  1 John 5

What things do/have taken God’s place in your heart?

Why do those specific things have such a strong pull on you?

Write a new personal and specific ending for verse 21.  “Dear Myself: Keep away from . . . “

What do you learn about the following in these verses:

• Truth about God

• Truth about Jesus Christ

• Truth about the Spirit

• Truth about God’s children

AM: Today, notice what things potentially take God’s place in your heart.

PM: Today, how did you keep God at the center of your heart?

Dear Lord, Help me to love, serve, worship, and follow only you. I want to keep you in the center of my heart and mind, the 
focus of my attention and allegiance. You are the only true King, my Lord and Savior. Amen.

extra stuff

Listen to “One True God” 
HERE.

Listen to “Faithful” HERE.

Jesus, I will put my hope in You
No idols compare to who You 
are, all You’ve given
I live to honour and worship You
Be like a window to who You 
are, all You’ve given to me
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extra verses

Psalm 135:13-18
1 Corinthians 10:10-15

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uN9anMOoS4Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPmxI8XRTkI
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God's fellowship: 3-in-1 (in us as one) (36)

Followers of Jesus must seek and learn the truth about

GOD THE FATHER

GOD THE SON

GOD THE SPIRIT

1st - because they love him and want to know him more and more;

2nd - because they are called to live in light and truth;

3rd - because the world is filled with lies, partial-lies, and near-truths about God. We must protect our 
hearts, minds, and souls by both knowing and believing the three-in-one God who is truth himself.

Followers of Jesus must seek and learn the truth about who they are as

  GOD'S CHILDREN
1st - because their identity is found only in Christ;

2nd - because they are called to live in light and truth;

3rd - because the world is filled with lies, partial-lies, and near-truths about humanity. We must protect 
our hearts, minds, and souls by both knowing and believing what God says is true about his rescued 
and redeemed people.

Look back and reflect on what you’ve read, heard, studied, and learned about the only true three-in-
one God who lives in his children so his children can live in him, love him, and love each other.

In the first 500 years 
of Christianity, the 
church wrote various 
creeds that proclaimed 
the most important 
truths from the Bible. 
The creeds state 
doctrines that all 
followers of Jesus 
should know.

   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

The Apostle’s Creed 
is the oldest known 
creed. It includes 
statements about:

God the Father
Jesus Christ
the Holy Spirit
the Bible
the Church
forgiveness
eternal life
and more

   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

Some of the creeds 
were written to  
correct heresies that 
were being taught and 
spread about Jesus’ 
divinity and humanity. 
A heresy is a belief 
contrary to orthordox 
(agreed upon and 
accepted) doctrine.

extra th ings

Start here :

read th is :  Choice of previous passages (Romans 8, Romans 12, Colossians, 1 John, etc.)

Based on all you have read, heard, studied, and learned about the three-in-one God and his beloved children, write
statements of belief and truth below.

I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER WHO...

I BELIEVE IN GOD THE SON, JESUS CHRIST, WHO...

I BELIEVE IN GOD THE SPIRIT WHO...

I BELIEVE WE ARE THE FAMILY OF GOD'S CHILDREN WHO... 

extra stuff

Listen to Third Day and 
Brandon Heath cover Rich 
Mullin’s “Creed” HERE.

Listen to “This I Believe” 
HERE.
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extra verses

Psalm 135:13-18
1 Corinthians 10:10-15

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3i-_VWxOAc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VhimjzObLms
Crystal Kirgiss
(28)

Stamp



remember (37)

PSALM 77:11

But then I recall all you have done, O LORD. I remember your wonderful deeds of long ago.

They are constantly in my thoughts. i cannot stop thinking about your mighty works.

PSALM 103:1-2

Let all that i am praise the lord; with my whole heart, i will praise his holy name.

let all that I am praise the lord; may i never forget the good things he does for me.

PsALM 119:9-16

HOW CAN A YOUNG PERSON STAY PURE? BY OBEYING YOUR WORD.

I HAVE TRIED HARD TO FIND YOU - DON'T LET ME WANDER FROM YOUR COMMANDS.

I HAVE HIDDEN YOUR WORD IN MY HEART, THAT I MIGHT NOT SIN AGAINST YOU.

I PRAISE YOU, O LORD; TEACH ME YOUR DECREES.

I HAVE RECITED ALOUD ALL THE REGULATIONS YOU HAVE GIVEN US.

I HAVE REJOICED IN YOUR LAWS AS MUCH AS IN RICHES.

I WILL STUDY YOUR COMMANDMENTS AND REFLECT ON YOUR WAYS.

I WILL DELIGHT IN YOUR DECREES AND NOT FORGET YOUR WORD.

PSALM 143:5-6

i remember the dayS of old. I ponder all your great works and think about what you have done. 

i lift my hands to you in prayer. i thirst for you as a parched land thirsts for rain.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:15-17

DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, STAND FIRM AND KEEP A STRONG GRIP ON THE TEACHING WE PASSED ON TO YOU BOTH IN PERSON 

AND BY LETTER. NOW MAY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF AND GOD OUR FATHER, WHO LOVED US AND BY HIS GRACE GAVE US 

ETERnaL COMFORT AND A WONDERFUL HOPE, COMFORT YOU AND STRENGTHEN YOU IN EVERY GOOD THING YOU DO AND SAY.

Start here :

The Bible regularly talks about the importance of remembering our own experiences, but even more importantly, the 
ways God has comforted, taught, encouraged, guided, protected, challenged, and been present in our lives. This kind of 
remembering is good work and God-work.

Things I remember most from the verses I read and studied:

Something God has taught me:

How God is challenging and shaping me:

One specific way I want to be transformed by God:

During these past weeks, I:

During these past weeks, God:

During these past weeks, my faith community:

extra stuff

Listen to the spoken word 
by Joseph Solomon about 
why we look to God’s 
Word as our source of 
truth HERE.

Listen to Bryan & Katie 
Torwalt’s “Remember” 
HERE.

Listen to Steven Curtis 
Chapman’s “Remember to 
Remember” HERE.

Listen to Lauren Daigle’s 
“Remember”  HERE.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2eKviaibTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TM-daXqYAA
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